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S C I E N C E  
MONTSENY 
BEING SUCH A MOSAIC OF DIFFERENT LANDSCAPES, THE . 
U MONTSENY CONSTITUTES A BIOLOGICAL STOREHOUSE OF EXTRAORDINARY IMPORTANCE. THE NUMBER oF' PLANT SPECIES IN THE AREA IS ABOUT 6,000, ALMOST AS MANY AS IN THE WHOLE OF ENGLAND. M A R T ~  B O A D A  S E R V E I  D E  P A R C S  N A T U R A L S .  D I P U T A C I Ó  D E  B A R C E L O N A  
S C I E N C E  
he Montseny is the highest range 
in the pre-coastal system and one 
of the highest in Catalonia out- 
side of the Pyrenees. It reaches 1,713 me- 
tres at the Turó de 1'Home. It is situated 
some forty kilometres N.N.E. of Barce- 
lona and covers an area of about 400 
square kilometres. One of the most inter- 
esting aspects of the Montseny is that, in 
spite of its position in the Mediterranean 
region, the three principal biogeographi- 
cal regions of western Europe are repre- 
sented there, so that one can say that the 
range is a synthesis of the landscapes of 
the old world. If we take the S.S.E. face 
as our point of departure, we find that, 
up to a height of 900 metres, the climate, 
vegetation and fauna are characteristic of 
the Mediterranean region. The principal 
forest cover consists of the stone pine and 
the Aleppo pine in those areas most af- 
fected by human activity, and in the bet- 
ter-preserved areas the dominant species 
is the holm oak, sometimes alongside the 
downy oak, and in some pahs of the N.E. 
region there are widespread forests of 
cork oak. The most representative 
animals of this landscape are the wild 
boar, the genet, the garden dormouse, 
the red squirrel, the sparrowhawk, the 
wood-pigeon, the jay, the short-toed 
Treecreeper and the Aesculapian snake. 
Between 900 metres and 1,600 metres 
there is a complete change as we now find 
central European or Eurosiberian el- 
ements represented. The most significant 
woodland is of beech and the most inter- 
esting of fir, vestigial witnesses of the last 
glaciations; nowhere else in western 
Europe are these types found so far 
south. There is a wide variety of plant 
and animal species in this part of the 
Montseny, the southernmost limit of 
their palearctic distribution. The most in- 
teresting fauna are the beech marten, the 
common shrew, the goshawk, the red- 
backed shrike, the brambling, the marsh 
tit and the grass frog. Without a doubt, 
this sort of landscape forms a real central- 
European island in the middle of 
Mediterranean conditions. 
From 1,500 metres on, that is to say 
above the tree-line, we find Alpine cha- 
racteristics more typical of northern re- 
gions. However, the lack of ground-cover 
makes it difficult for otherwise native 
species to get established. Thereis a pre- 
dominante of Subalpine prairie and 
dwarf juniper moorland; some particular- 
ly interesting plants are the great yellow 
gentian, the bilberry, the cat's foot and 
the alpine bearberry. Amongst the fauna, 
the most significant species are the asp vi- 
per, the alpine accentor and the snow 
finch, which winters in the area. 
Being such a mosaic of different land- 
scapes, the Montseny constitutes a biolo- 
gical storehouse of extraordinary im- 
portance. The number of plant species in 
the area is about 6,000, almost as many as 
in the whole of England. 272 species of 
vertebrates have been recorded, a similar 
number to that of the Doñana Park. 
Some species are exclusive to the region, 
such as the Herba de Sant Segimon or the 
little carabid Steropus catalaunicus, for 
others, certain animals in particular, the 
Montseny is one of their last refuges at 
least as regards the area around Barcelo- 
na. Amongst these we find the otter, the 
wild cat, the short-toed eagle and the 
eagle owl. 
In 1975, the Diputació de Barcelona, 
through the Servei de Parcs Naturals, 
proposed that the Montseny be declared 
a Natural Park. This was finally done in 
1978, so that its.natura1 systems will now 
be preserved and the sustained exploi- 
tation of its resources on the part of the 
human population will be watched over. 
Also, in April of the same year, UNE- 
SCO, through its Man and Biosphere 
programme, declared it a Reserve of the 
Biosphere. 
